BC Fire Training Officers Association and

the Fire and Safety Division of the Justice Institute of BC

Partnership in The Accredited Fire Fighter Program

Goal: To provide accessible, internationally recognized certification, based on the NFPA standard for existing fire fighters who are currently recognized within British Columbia.

Situation:

What is utmost in the minds of all involved in the fire service is the need to demonstrate that the fire fighter has the skill knowledge and ability to do the job safely.

The demands of a changing work environment, requires innovative approaches and a common vision to make this happen.

In order to achieve the above stated goal, a partnership of the various stakeholders and providers must strive to bring their separate energies and strengths to the agreement.

What we wish to do now

Within the first year, we will introduce a system of evaluator certification that will ensure effective delivery of student evaluation in the various fire zones throughout the Province. The system of evaluation needs to have the base credits established while recognizing the learning gained from the experience that has been obtained over the years. We wish to facilitate the recognition of current existing evaluators, and to provide to them the tools necessary to meet current standards.

What we wish to do soon

Once the system of evaluation has been introduced, a mechanism needs to be developed to enable fire departments to provide recognized training locally in the most cost effective manner for their individual departments.

When a department has made the determination that their fire fighters are appropriately trained to the NFPA standards, the department can then make the necessary arrangements to have an evaluator to assess the fire fighters. This evaluator will provide an unbiased third party assessment that gives an accredited IFSAC seal of recognition to the fire fighters’ level of competency.

What is being proposed is not intended to replace the Volunteer Fire Fighters Program or Pre-Employment Program.
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At the end of day, we must be able to say to all fire fighters that the training meets NFPA standards and they have successfully completed and have been evaluated by a certified evaluator which will count towards the necessary IFSAC certification.

There is a sincere desire on the part of the B.C. Fire Training Officer Association and the Fire and Safety Division of Justice Institute of BC to make this work and a willingness to see it through to a successful completion.

With both parties’ agreement, we will now seek agreement and concurrence from the Fire Chiefs Association of British Columbia and the Fire Commissioner of the Province of British Columbia.
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