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	1. Department Updates

	Each department present was asked to give a brief update:
BX Swan Lake
· Currently have 12 members going through new recruit training.
· Working on response boundaries with Vernon Fire Department based on who can provide the quickest response.
· Having issues with the new fee structure to use NORD fire training centre.
Lake Country 
· Have a new full time daytime position for a firefighter/ maintenance person.
· Trying to achieve more full time positions for next year.
· Looking at College of The Rockies as a viable option for firefighter training.
· Having issues with the new fee structure to use NORD fire training centre.
Salmon Arm
· Currently have members going through new recruit training.
· Certification Issues (Basic F.F. versus F.F. I and II)
· Willing to allow use of their training facility on a rental basis.
· Have a new American La France engine on the way.
· Possibly hosting the Volunteer Firefighters Spring Seminar in 2010.
Merritt
· Currently undergoing some major department changes including a new Fire Chief (Dave Tomkinson)
· Hosting Strategy and Tactics training with the J.I.
· Looking at College of The Rockies as a viable option for firefighter training.
· Considering upgrading members to higher training standards.
· Looking into the possibility of starting a First Responder Program.
· Have started a successful work experience program to provide more daytime manpower.
· Recruitment drive in process
· Have ordered a 75’ Smeal Aerial.

	Open floor
	Ken Jacobson

	2. General Discussion
General Discussion Cont.

	· Discussion about the various levels of training standards.  (Basic F.F. versus F.F. I and F.F. II, F.O. I and F.O. II)
· All departments are still exploring their options for live burn training due to the new fee structure at NORD fire training centre.

· It was suggested that the minutes be emailed to all members.

· Discussion about last years BCFTOA Conference for those who were unable to attend.

· Discussion about the location and dates for this years BCFTOA Conference in Maple Ridge.

Members were reminded that Kelowna may be hosting the 2010 BCFTOA Conference and any assistance that could be provided by neighboring departments would be greatly appreciated.


	Open Floor

	Ken Jacobson

	
	Next meeting to be held in Salmon Arm on May 2nd.


	
	Mike Bailey
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